ALBERTA ASSOCIATION OF AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES
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Hello every- have the same agenda so please attend whioRkAAS annual general meeting and convention
one, welcome ever meeting makes the best sense for youwwill take place February-91, 2018 in Edmon-
to the fall. and your colleagues. We look forward to ton. Please mark the dates down in your
S ummer seeing old friends and new faces as Lisa anccélendar and plan to attend. AAAS has updat-
seems to have travel across the Province. We anticipate aed our strategic plan this past spring and we
gone by in the vibrant discussion as members regale us witlare excited to share it with our members. As
blink of an stories of the events of the summer and whatusual there will be an array of educational
eye. Fall and harvest are beautiful and busthe future holds for their Ag Societies. Re- sessions, tradeshow, showcasing and net-
times, but the colors and smells make thisgional meetings travel across the Province iwor ki ng. I'f youdve neve
time of year very special. hopes of making it easier for our members to convention it is a remarkable opportunity to

I ndications are that atereAASSWllabing drdates Broproiees gairb knawledge on the diversity and impact
tions, fairs, festivals and rodeo events of theand other important information and there our members make across Alberta and be-
summer have been successful. | did have thwill be plenty of time for networking with the yond. Registration forms will be available in
privilege of attending several events in andt her Ag Soci eti es. Ithe Gostooadistanbfutire sg watch our veelp-p o r -
around my local area and enjoyed all that wady to provide feedback for AAAS and our site and Facebook page for details. If you have
offered. My hat goes off to all the volunteers,Board. | look forward to seeing everyone. a@ny gquestions please do
sponsors, funders and venders who all comeFall is another one of those great seasons thathe AAAS office or another Ag Society to
together to keep Al bsignattaerb6usity of sughard waik, Fallesopt gather more information.

tained and connected to their community. pers and Annual General Meetings will beThe last few weeks have been interesting
October 2017 will mark another municipal popping up in community halls across Albertatimes for the Ag Societies program and
election here in our Province. During this as the Ag Societies bring their membershipAAAS. As the Province attempts to manage
valuable component of our democratic sys-t oget her with this vy amavd mountiegmebt, AgiSoogeties wilknéesl a
tem it will be very important for Agricultural time to entice new members to your organi- to continue to tell their story. Municipal
Societies to be working on their story to zation. Hopefully your board has had acouncils, user groups and the general public
present to municipal council once the elec-chance to do some future planning for the Agneed to know who and what Ag Societies are

tion has been completed. Regardless of theédociety. The AGM is the perfect time to give as well as the social and economic impacts we
size of your Agricultural Societies, whetherthe membership a chance to understand yourhave. We can no longer afford to be our own

you operated within the town or the county, priorities and goals. If folks understand whatcommunities best kept secret. Take the time

the positive relationship with our municipali-y oudr e trying t o ac cas smpoard ®lput tbgetbey youn steey, theo r e
ties should be an onddgd&iedng por heiltw.. | f y etandpreadyracdttel ihtatde worll.evoucds a n ¢
organization has not taken the time to tell go through the strategic planning processa volunteer, a board member and a communi-
your story to local elected leaders, we highly AAAS can assist your Board in understandindy driver are vitally important to ensuring the
encourage you to do so. the incredible value a strategic plan can bring ut ur e of your communit

Fall regional meetings will be starting in mic@nd provide options for the process. We society go umoticed.
October. Please check your-mail or the Wish you great success with your upcoming

AAAS websitewww.albertaagsocieties.dar AGM and if you have questions please letr;, carson.

meeting locations and times. All meetingsAAAS know. Chief Executive Officer

fibed i

We are deeply rooted in our farming communities.

We work with Alberta Agricultural Societies to enhance
the quality of life for communities where we all work and live.
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credit union

1.877.378.8728 | servus.ca



http://www.albertaagsocieties.ca
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Westerner Park =&
Urban Farm Festival »
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Ricardo Miranda, Minister of Culture & Tourism , Spirited
kickoff to Open Farm DaysThanks to RigHand Distillery Ltd
for hosting!
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Farms enjoyed by the
public

80

60
Total farms

266

40

2013 2014 2015 2016




